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The ‘Next Generation Gangway’ at work in the Irish Sea 
 

 
Photo: Barge Master and Bosch Rexroth’s motion-compensated gangway: ‘walk-to-work’ 
(Photo Credit: Bosch Rexroth) 

Barge Master and Bosch Rexroth’s ‘Next Generation Gangway’ is in 
operation on the subsea-support walk-to-work vessel VOS Start from 
Vroon Offshore Services.  

The ship is chartered by MHI Vestas Offshore for the installation of wind 
turbines at the Walney Extension Wind Farm at the Irish Sea. To make VOS 
Start one of the most innovative ships in the market a unique solution was 
provided by Barge Master and Bosch Rexroth, its partner for the gangway. 
The gangway is designed and built to the highest standards and certified 
under the new DNV-GL rules for motion-compensated gangways.  
 
The unique Next Generation Gangway  
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The motion-compensated gangway is mounted on a height-adjustable 
pedestal with an integrated elevator enabling a continuous workflow. 
Additionally, the pedestal makes it possible for the gangway to land on any 
height, keeping the gangway horizontal and providing stepless transfers. Both 
people and cargo can be transported from the ship deck or the level below to 
the level of the gangway, where they can instantly cross. 
         
The gangway has been extensively tested onshore at a specially designed 
test facility at Bosch Rexroth in Boxtel. The onshore testing made sure that 
only a very short period was needed to get the gangway operational on the 
VOS Start. Only a few days of offshore testing where needed. This next 
generation gangway, which is operated by a single operator, is equipped with 
extremely fast sensors and control technology. Movements of the ship can be 
translated into ‘counter movements’ of the gangway within milliseconds. 
Because of this the system is able to compensate for wave heights up to 3 
meters (Hs) allowing safe transfers. 
 
Making the system truly unique is the fact that forces are also measured in 
the tip of the gangway, which allows for the forces to be kept low. This 
reduces the possibility of the tip to slip, significantly increasing the workability.  
 
Successful partnership  

Barge Master is a leading company in the field of motion compensation 
systems. Its CEO, Martijn Koppert, explained that the partnership with Bosch 
Rexroth, the drive and control company, was not a coincidence. “We have 
been in business with Bosch Rexroth already since 2008. We started in a 
conventional supplier/customer relation, but this has evolved since the 
development of the Next Generation Gangway. We formed a Joint Project 
Team, which results in a far better system by using the best expertise 
available. This is proven by the fact that this gangway is an entirely new 
concept.” 
 
The two Dutch companies worked in a close cooperation, using each other’s 
strengths. As stated by Martijn Koppert, “With this solution users are able to 
transfer people and goods from ship to platform 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, making this solution far better than anything available at the market at 
this moment. I am confident that, together with Bosch Rexroth, we will 
optimally serve the offshore wind market with this next generation gangway.” 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bosch Rexroth B.V., Marketing Department  

Contact for journalists: 

 

Bosch Rexroth B.V. 

Vincent Stahlecker 

5281 RV Boxtel NL 

Tel.: +31 411 651 682 

Vincent.stahlecker@boschrexroth.nl 

  
 

 

PI 017/27 
2017-08-14 

 
Press Release 

  
 

 
 

Walk-to-Work  

Vroon Offshore Services is delighted to be operating this Next Generation 
Gangway. Foppe Molenaar, Vroon Newbuilding Superintendent states, “VOS 
Start is an ultramodern and state-of-the-art subsea-support walk-to-work 
vessel, providing clients with a totally new concept that offers optimum safety 
and comfort. By introducing this vessel – the first of its kind and one of two 
sister vessels constructed in China for Vroon – our Company aims to 
revolutionise working practices in the renewable energy and oil & gas sectors. 
 
 “The continuous access is what makes this system unique compared to 
traditional systems. The motion-compensated gangway system ensures safe 
and efficient transfer of personnel, whatever the sea conditions. These 
gangways are now the preferred option during construction and maintenance 
work at offshore windfarms and oil & gas platforms, offering clients a reliable 
and cost-effective alternative to helicopter flights. “It took just a two-month 
window to complete the final production of components, factory testing, on-
board installation and commissioning, have the system fully certified, in 
operation and deployed in the windfarm. With this combination of fine facts 
we strongly believe that VOS Start can truly create a game-changing market!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Economical, precise, safe, and energy efficient: drive and control technology 
from Bosch Rexroth moves machines and systems of any size. The company 
bundles global application experience in the market segments of Mobile 
Applications, Machinery Applications and Engineering, and Factory 
Automation to develop innovative components as well as tailored system 
solutions and services. Bosch Rexroth offers its customers hydraulics, electric 
drives and controls, gear technology, and linear motion and assembly 
technology all from one source. With locations in over 80 countries, more 
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than 29,500 associates generated sales revenue of approximately 5 billion 
euros in 2016. To learn more, please visit www.boschrexroth.com 
 
The Bosch Group is a leading global supplier of technology and services. It 
employs roughly 390,000 associates worldwide (as of December 31, 2016). 
According to preliminary figures, the company generated sales of 73.1 billion 
euros in 2016. Its operations are divided into four business sectors: Mobility 
Solutions, Industrial Technology, Consumer Goods, and Energy and Building 
Technology. As a leading IoT company, Bosch offers innovative solutions for 
smart homes, smart cities, connected mobility, and connected industry. It 
uses its expertise in sensor technology, software, and services, as well as its 
own IoT cloud, to offer its customers connected, cross-domain solutions from 
a single source. The Bosch Group’s strategic objective is to create solutions 
for a connected life, and to improve quality of life worldwide with products and 
services that are innovative and spark enthusiasm. In short, Bosch creates 
technology that is “Invented for life.” The Bosch Group comprises Robert 
Bosch GmbH and its roughly 440 subsidiaries and regional companies in 
some 60 countries. Including sales and service partners, Bosch’s global 
manufacturing, engineering, and sales network covers nearly every country in 
the world. The basis for the company’s future growth is its innovative 
strength. At 120 locations across the globe, Bosch employs 59,000 
associates in research and development.  
Additional information is available online at www.bosch.com, www.iot.bosch.com, 
www.bosch-press.com, www.twitter.com/BoschPresse. 
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